
On March 13th , after a delicious pot luck meal in the observatory, WKAA members 
met in the Golden Pond Planetarium. The first order of business was the election of 
officers. John Holland announced that all of the current officers had been re-
nominated for their positions and that there were no opposing candidates. A motion 
was made to retain the current officers for another year. The motion passed. Officers 
are: Dale Baltimore—President; Jim Phfistner—Vice President; Bob & Melissa Vick-
ers—Co-Secretaries; and David Paessler—Treasurer. Thanks to these individuals for 
continuing to volunteer their time and energy to the club. 

Twin Lakes Star Party attendee Eric Geater has helped to organize the West Tennes-
see Star Party to be hosted by Natchez Trace State Park on the weekend of April 9-11. 

This is a free family event with speakers  on a variety of topics during the day, and ob-
serving in the evenings at the Pin Oak RV Campground. Nearby Pin Oak Lodge will 
have special rates for attendees that weekend. Check out the specifics on their web-
site:  http://springstarparty.com/  

WKAA Officer Election Results 

From the Editors 

Welcome to the new look for The Faint Fuzzy!  We have changed from WordPerfect to 
Microsoft Publisher and are experimenting with a new design. Let us know what you 
think!  We’d love to include articles, observing reports, images, interesting websites, 
etc., from YOU!  

We’d also love to see YOU at the observatory cleanup on Saturday. We’re getting 
ready for Astronomy Day (April 24th) and would like to look our best for this annual 
public event. Show up at 2p with cleanup supplies and plenty of energy! WKAA will 
provide a pizza supper for the workers. Our regular meeting will follow at 7 and we’ll 
make final plans for the 24th. Hope to see you there! 

Bob and Melissa       
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UPCOMING     
MEETING 

The next meeting 
will be April 10th, at 
7pm, with observ-
ing afterwards if it 
is clear. Visitors, as 
always, are wel-
come. 

Note: Observatory 
cleanup begins at 
2pm. Come help! 
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Upcoming Events 
Earth Day Celebration at the Golden Pond Visitor Center: 
April 17-18, 9am-5pm (Saturday-Sunday). Planetarium Director Don Partain is 
looking for club volunteers to run the observatory for daytime observing.  

Lake Barkley State Resort Park Public Viewing Night: April 21 (Wednesday).  
Club volunteers are needed to join Lake Barkley naturalist, Mary Schmidt, at 
7pm on the peninsula just past the state park marina. Jim and Sandy Phfist-
ner plan on being there. For more information, contact Mary at 
mary.schmidt[@]ky.gov.  Maybe we’ll catch a few Lyrid meteors! 

Astronomy Day at Golden Pond Visitor Center: April 24 (Saturday), 10am-
4pm, with set up at 9am. Harold Meyers is coordinating activities that will 
include a reappearance of “Galileo,” various activities for kids of all ages, 
and a talk by Ross Workman on “Getting Started in Astronomy.” Sonya 
Wood-Mahler will provide materials but will be unable to attend this year.   

Announcements 
Club member Bill Brockman, who frequently supplies beautiful 
images for the Faint Fuzzy, had a serious stroke last week and is in 
the hospital. Please keep Bill and his family in your thoughts and prayers dur-
ing this difficult time.   

Twin Lakes Star Party attendee, Gregg Eubanks, passed away on August 11 
of 2009. Gregg was part of the “Obsessed of the EAS” group from Indiana, 
and brought his 30” Obsession telescope to the TLSP.  He was an optome-
trist in Harrisburg, Illinois. Our belated condolences to the Eubank family 
and to our friends at the Evansville Astronomical Society. 

Welcome to our newest WKAA members, Ashley and Katelyn Covington, 
friends of Harold Meyers!  

òIn questions of 

science the 

authority of a 

thousand is not 

worth the humble 

reasoning of a 

single individual.ó  

ñGalileo Galilei  
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“Two Small 
Pieces of Glass” 
 
Golden Pond Plane-
tarium is showing 
this companion to 
the “400 Years of the 
Telescope” film at 
various times 
throughout the 
spring. To read more 
about this planetar-
ium program, click 
here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s Global Astronomy 
Month! Click here to 
read the Sky and Tele-
scope article about 
this month-long cele-
bration! 

Astronomedia 
PBS this month will present two astronomical programs focusing 
on the telescope. Check your local listings to confirm date and time: 
“400 Years of the Telescope”—This film, originally created last year for the 
International Year of Astronomy, will be rebroadcast on Friday, April 9. This 
film is a history of the telescope from the time of Galileo to the present. 
Click here to read more about this program.   

“Hunting the Edge of the Universe”—Part I of this NOVA program, “The 
Mystery of the Milky Way,” airs on Tuesday, April 6. Part II, “The Ever-
Expanding Universe” airs the following Tuesday, April 13.  Click here for 
more information. 
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http://www.lbl.org/PLGate.html
http://www.lbl.org/PLGate.html
http://www.400years.org/en/planetarium_program/two_small_pieces_of_glass.php
http://www.400years.org/en/planetarium_program/two_small_pieces_of_glass.php
http://www.skyandtelescope.com/community/skyblog/newsblog/84118052.html
http://www.400years.org/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/telescope/about.html


Venus lights up the western sky just after sunset this month at magnitude    
–3.9.  Look for the thin crescent moon just above dim Mercury about 7 de-
grees to the lower right of Venus on the evening of April 15th, just after sun-
set.  Use binoculars to view this trio. 

Saturn and its narrow rings are visible all night this month. The rings will nar-
row even more to their minimum of 1.7 degrees from edge-on in May.  Then 
they will begin widening again.  

Catch the Lyrid Meteor Shower on April 21st/22nd (and a day before and af-
ter).  The best time to view will be between midnight and dawn on the 22nd, 
after the moon has set. Expect to see 10-20 per hour at the peak, although 
bursts of up to 100 per hour can occur.  

Celestial  
Highlights 

Sky Images 

Jay McNeil, well-known amateur 
astronomer and discoverer of 
“McNeil’s Nebula” a few years 
ago, has a website that features 
his astronomical images.  Here’s a 
sample of his work, the core of the 
Andromeda Galaxy. To see a 
higher resolution of this beautiful 
image, as well as others Jay has 
captured, go to 
www.deepskyastro.com/  

©1999-2007 Julian W McNeil II       
Used by permission 

Send us your 

observing 

reports from 

these or 

other 

celestial 

events you 

witness! 
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We would 

love to       

feature your 

images in the 

Faint Fuzzy. 

Email them 

to 

cosmosbob[@]

hotmail.com 

There are stars in the Southern sky  
Southward as you go  

There is moonlight and moss in the trees  
Down the Seven Bridges Road  

ñSteve Young, òSeven Bridges Roadó 

http://www.deepskyastro.com/
http://www.deepskyastro.com/Images_of_Distant_Galaxies/slides/the_Core_of_Andromeda.htm


Page 4             The Faint Fuzzy     April 2010  

Club Membership and Resources 
Club Membership:  Club membership is $25 for an individ-
ual or family, which allows one member to earn Observing Club certifi-
cates through the Astronomical League. Additional family members who 
also want to earn certificates can pay an additional $5. Students and edu-
cators can join for only $10. Contact David Paessler if you have questions. 
Club membership fees are due in March each year. 
Loaner Scopes/Imager:  The club has two Dobsonians (6”, 8”) and a 
Meade Deep Sky Imager available for club members to borrow. Anyone 
who has been a club member for six months, completes a training/safety 
session, and signs a written agreement may borrow one of the scopes or 
the imager. 
Library:  The club has several books and magazines available to members 
for reference or checkout. Take a look and see what we have at the next 
club meeting.  
Magazine Discounts:  Club members who subscribe to Sky & Telescope or 
Astronomy magazines through the club receive a discount! Annually you 
can save $10 on Sky & Telescope and $9 on Astronomy. Contact David 
Paessler for more information.    

CLUB OFFICERS 
 
President: Dale 
Baltimore—Paducah, KY; 
270-554-6603; w.daleb
[@]comcast.net 

Vice President: Jim 
Phfistner—Hardin, KY;    
270-354-6860; phfistners
[@]gmail.com 

Treasurer/Astronomical 
League Coordinator: 
David Paessler—Kevil, 
KY;       270-488-3784; 
dcpaessler[@]
yahoo.com 

Secretary: Bob & Melissa 
Vickers—Huntingdon, 
TN; 731-986-3082; Vickers
[@]aeneas.net 

Star Party Coordinator: 
Jim Phfistner—Hardin, 
KY;    270-354-6860; 
phfistners[@]gmail.com  

Assistant Star Party 
Coordinator: Ross 
Workman—Dawson 
Springs, KY; 270-797-8959 
planetman[@]
bellsouth.net 

Website:                      
John Holland—
Hopkinsville, KY; 
yojohn_ng[@]
newwavecomm.net   

John McCubbin—
Hopkinsville, KY;  
mccubbin.astronomy 
[@]gmail.com  

Weõre on the Web!  

www.wkaa.net  

A Blast from the Past! Thanks to John Holland for finding this gem 

in the Kentucky New Era newspaper archives, dated  November 18, 1985: 

 
Stars in Their Eyes 
Land Between the Lakes astrono-
mer Doug Gegen, dressed as Eng-
lish astronomer Edmund Halley, 
officially unveils a 12 1/2-inch tele-
scope that is the centerpiece of 
the LBL observatory. The tele-
scope was handmade by Bob 
Mooney, Paducah. The film 
“Mark Twain and the Great 
Comet of ‘35” will be shown Fri-
day nights in November in con-
junction with tours of the obser-
vatory. 
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NEW ERA/Theresa Montgomery 
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