
It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of two of our own. 

Bill Brockman died  on  April 22nd of complications from a stroke he had suffered  a 
few weeks earlier. Bill was a valued club member and a good friend to many. He was 
an avid astronomical imager and several of his images appeared in the pages of this 
newsletter (including this one). Our recent Astronomy Day activities at the LBL Plane-
tarium were dedicated to Bill. He will be sorely missed. 

Betty Lou Meyers, club member and mother of Harold Meyers, passed away after a 
long illness on May 1st. Harold said of his mother, “She was a member of the club and 
frequently bragged on it. She came with me a number of times a few years ago but 
the past couple of years she had not been able to come because of her failing health. 
She frequently talked about the time she spent at the club and the members, how 
they were good down-to-earth people and how she would love to be able to go 
back.” 

We extend our condolences to both the Brockman and Meyers families. 

Though my soul may set in darkness, it will rise in perfect light; 

I have loved the stars too fondly to be fearful of the night. 

“The Old Astronomer to His Pupil”—Sarah Williams 

 WKAA Mourns the Passing of Two 
 of Its Members 

From the Editors 

A big thanks to the folks who came to the observatory cleanup. The building looks 
much better and we created some more space by eliminating unnecessary clutter. 
Summer Nights are almost here again. We encourage all club members to volunteer 
for these fun public nights. You don’t have to be an expert to do this.  Enthusiasm 
counts for 90%! Contact Harold Meyers to sign up. 

Bob and Melissa      
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UPCOMING     
MEETING 

The next meeting 
will be May 15th, at 
7pm, with observ-
ing afterwards if it 
is clear. Visitors, as 
always, are wel-
come. 
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Upcoming Events 
Girl Scouts Astronomy Night near Lexington, TN: June 17, 
(Thursday). Tina Elliot is our contact.  Look for more details in the June Faint 
Fuzzy.  

LBL Summer Nights Program: Begins Saturday, May 29 (Memorial Day week-
end), with a regular planetarium show, followed by public viewing.  Every 
other weekend  will be a public astronomy viewing night, alternating with 
laser show nights (and no public viewing). The first laser show will be June 
5th.  As always, the success of the public viewing nights depends on club 
members volunteering to help. Contact Harold Meyers at hambone10100
[@]yahoo.com and let him know which nights you can help. 

West Tennessee Spring Star Party: A Report 
 
The West Tennessee Spring Star Party was hosted by Natchez Trace State Park 
on the weekend of April 9-11. Natchez Trace is a beautiful state park located 
south on exit 116, Interstate 40,  about 40 miles south of Paris, TN.  

Twin Lakes Star Party attendee, Eric Geater helped to organize the event, along 
with Park Ranger/Naturalist Alisha Weber. Eric said of the star party, “I think 
everything went swimmingly. I want to thank Bob Vickers for coming out during 
the Friday event (when we had at least 75-100 people attend). He helped us to 
find M3, M13, the Trio in Leo and Bode’s Galaxy (M81). We really didn’t know 
how the public would respond but they seemed to have a good time. It is this 
kind of advocacy that makes amateur astronomy visible in a positive way to the 
public.” 

On Saturday, Dr. Lionel Crews of the University of Tennessee at Martin hosted 
an astronomy presentation followed by an introductory program on the night 
sky with Alisha Weber. 

Check out the specifics on their website:  http://springstarparty.com/  
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Saturn 
May 19, 2009 
Camp Nelson, KY 
Leo 
Distance=845 million 
 miles 
10” Reflector, 5x 
 power, f/23.5 & 
 980x 
CCD DSIP2,  
Luminance 
 =220x0.045 sec 
Bill Brockman 

I saw a star slide 

down the sky,  

Blinding the 

north as it went 

by,  

Too burning and 

too quick to hold,  

Too lovely to be 

bought or sold,  

Good only to 

make wishes on  

And then for-

ever to be gone.  

òThe Falling 

Staróñ  

Sara Teasdale  

Astronomedia 
 

LBL Astronomy Day Article:  In spite of severe weather through-
out the area, Astronomy Day was held at the LBL Visitor Center/Planetarium/
Observatory.  Click here (Then click on AD-Article2010.jpg.) for a link to a 
nice article on the event appearing in the Kentucky New Era  newspaper. 
Both Dale Baltimore and John Holland are quoted in the article so this 
should be good publicity for WKAA. Thanks to John Holland for providing 
this link. 

May 2010 

http://springstarparty.com/
http://groups.google.com/group/wkaa/files


Four bright planets are visible this month: Jupiter is low in the east just be-
fore dawn.  Venus is high in the west after sunset. Dimming Mars is visible 
higher and to the left of Venus. And finally, Saturn is visible in the early eve-
ning farther to the east. 

The crescent moon appears close to Venus on the evenings of May 15th and 
16th, and again on the evening of June 14th. 

Celestial  
Highlights 

Sky Images 

 

Messier 99 Spiral Galaxy 

Raven Run 

April 25, 2009 

Coma Berenices 

Distance = 60 million light years 

10”Reflector f/4.7 @ 196x 

CCD DSIP2, Luminance = 20x30 sec 

Image by Bill Brockman 

Send us your 

observing 

reports from 

these or 

other 

celestial 

events you 

witness! 
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We would 

love to       

feature your 

images in the 

Faint Fuzzy. 

Email them 

to 

cosmosbob[@]

hotmail.com 

There will be stars over the place forever,  

Though the house we loved and the street we loved are lost,  

Every time the earth circles her orbit  

On the night the autumn equinox is crossed,  

Two stars we knew, poised on the peak of midnight  

Will reach their zenith; stillness will be deep;  

There will be stars over the place forever,  

There will be stars forever, while we sleep.  

      ñSara Teasdale  
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Club Membership and Resources 
Club Membership:  Club membership is $25 for an individ-
ual or family, which allows one member to earn Observing Club certifi-
cates through the Astronomical League. Additional family members who 
also want to earn certificates can pay an additional $5. Students and edu-
cators can join for only $10. Contact David Paessler if you have questions. 
Club membership fees are due in March each year. 
Loaner Scopes/Imager:  The club has two Dobsonians (6”, 8”) and a 
Meade Deep Sky Imager available for club members to borrow. Anyone 
who has been a club member for six months, completes a training/safety 
session, and signs a written agreement may borrow one of the scopes or 
the imager. 
Library:  The club has several books and magazines available to members 
for reference or checkout. Take a look and see what we have at the next 
club meeting.  
Magazine Discounts:  Club members who subscribe to Sky & Telescope or 
Astronomy magazines through the club receive a discount! Annually you 
can save $10 on Sky & Telescope and $9 on Astronomy. Contact David 
Paessler for more information.    

CLUB OFFICERS 
 
President: Dale 
Baltimore—Paducah, KY; 
270-554-6603; w.daleb
[@]comcast.net 

Vice President: Jim 
Phfistner—Hardin, KY;    
270-354-6860; phfistners
[@]gmail.com 

Treasurer/Astronomical 
League Coordinator: 
David Paessler—Kevil, 
KY;       270-488-3784; 
dcpaessler[@]
yahoo.com 

Secretary: Bob & Melissa 
Vickers—Huntingdon, 
TN; 731-986-3082; Vickers
[@]aeneas.net 

Star Party Coordinator: 
Jim Phfistner—Hardin, 
KY;    270-354-6860; 
phfistners[@]gmail.com  

Assistant Star Party 
Coordinator: Ross 
Workman—Dawson 
Springs, KY; 270-797-8959 
planetman[@]
bellsouth.net 

Website:                      
John Holland—
Hopkinsville, KY; 
yojohn_ng[@]
newwavecomm.net   

John McCubbin—
Hopkinsville, KY;  
mccubbin.astronomy 
[@]gmail.com  

Weõre on the Web!  

www.wkaa.net  

NGC 4567 and 4568 by Bill Brockman from April 25, 2009 
          Raven Run              Distance=65 million light years 
          Virgo              10” Reflector, f/4.7 @196X 
                CCD DSIP2, Luminance=53x30 sec 
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